
5.5 Dis tance Ed u ca tion
Prov i dence Theo log i cal Sem i nary of fers four fully ac cred ited de grees in which stu dents may take up to one
year (30 hours) of stud ies by Dis tance Ed u ca tion: the Mas ter of Arts de grees in Coun sel ling, Coun sel ling Psy -
chol ogy, and Ed u ca tional Stud ies and in the Mas ter of Arts (Chris tian Stud ies) de gree. Given the num ber of al -
ter na tive course de liv ery meth ods of fered by the Sem i nary it is pos si ble that stu dents in some pro grams will
not need to re lo cate to com plete the above stated de grees.

Stu dents wish ing to com plete a de gree by Dis tance Ed u ca tion are en cour aged to con sult with their fac ulty ad -
vi sor and the Reg is trar's Of fice to plan their course of study. Care ful plan ning is the key to fin ish ing these pro -
grams in a timely fash ion.

5.5.1 Dis tance Ed u ca tion Pro grams

Mas ter of Arts in Coun sel ling (Dis tance Ed u ca tion)

The coun sel ling pro gram's ob jec tive is to thor oughly equip in di vid u als to con fi dently and com pe tently in te -
grate their Chris tian faith with pro fes sional stan dards and prac tices.

Coun sel lor train ing at Prov i dence bal ances the cul ti va tion of knowl edge, prac ti cal skill, and pro fes sional for -
ma tion, all in the con text of a Christ-cen tered spir i tual growth and men tal, emo tional, and re la tional heal ing.
Up to one half of this de gree pro gram (30 hours) can be taken by Dis tance Ed u ca tion, as de fined in 5.5.2 be -
low.

See 5.2.1 for all en trance and pro gram re quire ments.

Mas ter of Arts in Coun sel ling Psy chol ogy (Dis tance Ed u ca tion)

The coun sel ling pro gram's ob jec tive is to thor oughly equip in di vid u als to con fi dently and com pe tently in te -
grate their Chris tian faith with pro fes sional stan dards and prac tices.

Coun sel lor train ing at Prov i dence bal ances the cul ti va tion of knowl edge, prac ti cal skill, and pro fes sional for -
ma tion, all in the con text of a Christ-cen tered spir i tual growth and men tal, emo tional, and re la tional heal ing.

In ad di tion to the prep a ra tion of the two-year pro gram, the M.A. in Coun sel ling Psy chol ogy de gree of fers the
stu dent the op por tu nity to fur ther spe cial ize in Coun sel ling Psy chol ogy or in Mar riage and Fam ily stud ies,
while of fer ing the op por tu nity to gain in valu able ad di tional su per vised coun sel ling ex pe ri ence. Up to one third
of this de gree pro gram (30 hours) can be taken by Dis tance Ed u ca tion, as de fined in 5.5.2 be low.

See 5.2.2 for all en trance and pro gram re quire ments.

Mas ter of Arts in Ed u ca tional Stud ies (Dis tance Ed u ca tion)

The Mas ter of Arts in Ed u ca tional Stud ies (by Dis tance Ed u ca tion) is for those who are train ing for pro fes -
sional min is try po si tions within church or parachurch or ga ni za tions (other than or dained, pas to ral po si tions).
Ma jors in clude Ed u ca tional Min is tries, Stu dent De vel op ment, TESOL, TTESOL, or Youth Min is try Stud ies.
Up to one half of this de gree pro gram (30 hours) can be taken by Dis tance Ed u ca tion, as de fined in 5.5.2 be -
low.

See 5.2.3 for all en trance and pro gram re quire ments.

Mas ter of Arts (Chris tian Stud ies) (Dis tance Ed u ca tion)

The Mas ter of Arts (Chris tian Stud ies) pro gram is de signed to im prove the stu dents' abil ity to serve Je sus
Christ in the church and the world in a lay (or pos si bly parachurch) min is try. It seeks to en able them to be
more ef fec tive dis ci ples of Christ, in all spheres of their lives. The pro gram aims to pro vide stu dents with the
fol low ing:

•an op por tu nity to de velop ba sic skills for study ing the Eng lish Bi ble, both for per sonal spir i tual de vel op ment
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and for lay min is try.

•an op por tu nity to re flect theo log i cally upon their own faith and upon their sit u a tion in the world, en abling
them to be more ef fec tive dis ci ples of Christ.

•an op por tu nity for se ri ous study of the Bi ble, and of The ol ogy, in or der to im prove their knowl edge of God's
Word and their abil ity to ar tic u late their Chris tian faith and to work out its im pli ca tions for Chris tian liv ing.

•an op por tu nity to gain prac ti cal knowl edge that will im prove their min is try in ar eas of per sonal strength and
in ter est.

Up to one half of this pro gram (30 hours) can be taken by Dis tance Ed u ca tion, as de fined in 5.5.2 be low.

See 5.2.6 for all en trance and pro gram re quire ments.

5.5.2 Dis tance Ed u ca tion Courses

Prov i dence Theo log i cal Sem i nary of fers a num ber of courses that can be taken at re mote lo ca tions. These
courses are taught on a grad u ate level and ex pect grad u ate level work. They are lim ited to those who have a
rec og nized un der grad u ate de gree. Dis tance Ed u ca tion courses are listed be low in two cat e go ries: On line
courses and In de pend ent Study courses.

Please note: The num ber of Dis tance Ed u ca tion courses that can be used for credit to ward a de gree is lim ited
for all stu dents.

For stu dents en rolled in reg u lar Sem i nary pro grams: In two-year pro grams, only 3 Dis tance Ed u ca tion courses
may be taken. In three-year pro grams, only 5 Dis tance Ed u ca tion courses may be taken.

For stu dents en rolled in Dis tance Ed u ca tion pro grams (see 5.5.1 for avail able pro grams): Only 10 Dis tance Ed -
u ca tion courses may be taken. Of these 10 courses, a max i mum of 3 (in two-year pro grams) or 5 (in three-year
pro grams) may be In de pend ent Study courses. The bal ance must be On line or eProv courses. The Sem i nary
Fac ulty en cour ages stu dents in Dis tance Ed u ca tion pro grams to take as many on line or eProv courses as pos si -
ble.

For Dis tance Ed u ca tion courses not of fered by Prov i dence Sem i nary, stu dents must se cure per mis sion to ap ply
such a course to a Prov i dence pro gram be fore en roll ing in the course.

On line Courses

On line courses are of fered on a semestral ba sis (ei ther Sep tem ber to De cem ber, Jan u ary to April, or May to
July). Cur rent and fu ture on line course of fer ings, in clud ing syl labi, can be found on the Sem i nary website at
www.providenceseminary.ca. The qual ity of our on line ed u ca tion pro gram is im por tant, there fore Prov i dence
on line courses have class en roll ment limit of fif teen stu dents. Smaller class sizes en sure a high de gree of
interactivity, and en hance the over all ed u ca tional ex pe ri ence of stu dents. Reg is tra tion for on line courses re -
quires full pay ment and must be made on line at www.providenceseminary.ca. Ac cess to the on line da ta bases of 
the Prov i dence Li brary is avail able for the du ra tion of the course. Text books may also be re quired and can be
pur chased from the Prov i dence Book store. All on line courses are de liv ered through a web-based plat form pro -
vided by edtek Ser vices (www.edtekonline.org).

eProv

Some Sem i nary courses are avail able through our eProv de liv ery method. eProv pro vides an in ter ac tive, live
two-way video class room ex pe ri ence that en ables you to take Prov i dence classes from your home, of fice, or
study lo ca tion. It is a fully in ter ac tive class room ex pe ri ence that you can take part in from al most any where,
with just a com puter and an internet ac cess. You can see into the class room and hear what’s go ing on. Ev ery -
one in the class can see and hear you. And you can see ev ery one else who's part of an eProv class, no mat ter
where they are. A sim ple idea — but not an easy one to pull off. Re cent de vel op ments in video trans mis sion, in 
cam era tech nol ogy, and in videoconferencing ser vices have come to gether to bring this within reach. This
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would also not be pos si ble with out the sup port of the Gov ern ment of Canada’s Knowl edge In fra struc ture pro -
gram, and the Bull er Foun da tion. Reg is tra tion in for ma tion and fu ture and cur rent course of fer ings can be
found on the Sem i nary website at www.providenceseminary.ca.

In de pend ent Study Courses

In de pend ent Study courses can be taken at any time dur ing the year. Please see 6.7.2 for the list of avail able
courses. In de pend ent Stud ies are courses with lit tle or no face-to-face con tact with the pro fes sor. Text books,
au dio tapes, CDs or DVDs may be re quired and can be pur chased from the Prov i dence Book store. The Sem i -
nary pro vides ac cess to the li brary on line da ta bases for In de pend ent Study courses.

To take an In de pend ent Study Course you should sub mit the “Di rected / In de pend ent Study Ap pli ca tion” to the 
Reg is trar's Of fice two to four weeks be fore you want to be gin the course. Course syl labi are avail able from the
course in struc tor. You will be no ti fied once your ap pli ca tion has been ap proved, and full pay ment will be re -
quired be fore reg is tra tion can oc cur. Stu dents have four months from the date of reg is tra tion to com plete the
course. In ad di tion, up to four one-month ex ten sions may be ob tained at a cost of $100 each. Each ex ten sion
must be re quested in writ ing no later than one week prior to the due date in ef fect at that time.

5.5.3 Other Course De liv ery Meth ods

Di rected Study Courses

Some courses can be taken by Di rected Study upon spe cial ar range ment be tween a pro fes sor and a stu dent. It
may be a course listed in the cat a logue (such as a Guided Read ings or In de pend ent Re search course) or it may
be a spe cially de signed course. In con trast to In de pend ent Study courses, per sonal con tact be tween the pro fes -
sor and the stu dent is ex pected in Di rected Study courses. There is no limit to the num ber of Di rected Study
courses that can be used for credit to ward a de gree pro gram, but they are sub ject to in struc tor ap proval and
avail abil ity. Ad vanced Coun sel ling Practica can be taken as Di rected Stud ies in cases where the stu dent has ac -
cess to a qual i fied lo cal su per vi sor.

To take a Di rected Study Course you should sub mit the “Di rected / In de pend ent Study Ap pli ca tion” to the
Reg is trar's Of fice two to four weeks be fore you want to be gin the course. Course syl labi are avail able from the
course in struc tor. You will be no ti fied once your ap pli ca tion has been ap proved, and full pay ment will be re -
quired be fore reg is tra tion can oc cur. Stu dents have four months from the date of reg is tra tion to com plete the
course. In ad di tion, up to four one-month ex ten sions may be ob tained at a cost of $100 each. Each ex ten sion
must be re quested in writ ing no later than one week prior to the due date in ef fect at that time.

Mod u lar Courses

Many Sem i nary courses are avail able in con densed (Mod u lar) for mat. One-week Intersession courses are avail -
able in Oc to ber, No vem ber, Jan u ary and March. A sum mer ses sion is also avail able, in clud ing a va ri ety of
one-week mod u lar courses, a four-week In tro duc tory Greek or He brew in ten sive (6 hours), and a four-week
TESOL in ten sive (15 hours). Mod u lar courses typ i cally re quire some com bi na tion of ad vance read ing or prep -
a ra tion, as sign ments and class par tic i pa tion dur ing the course, and fol low up as sign ments com pleted af ter the
mod ule has con cluded. There is no limit to the num ber of mod ule courses that can be used for credit to ward a
de gree pro gram. Reg is tra tion in for ma tion and fu ture and cur rent course of fer ings can be found on the Sem i -
nary website at www.providenceseminary.ca.
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