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SYLLABUS 

                      

 

A. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

John the Seer directed this Revelation to Christians who found themselves on the margins of 

society, often despised, and either attacked or about to be attacked.  The church now politely 

ignores Revelation, or ridicules and rejects it, or fixates on its predictions.  It rarely figures in the 

day-to-day experience of most Christians, yet that was precisely its intention. This course will 

explore the original setting and audience of this writing, and how it was written to guide their 

faith and obedience.  We will also explore how it might guide contemporary faith and 

experience.   

 

This course is designed as an independent study, based on audio lectures with power point 

outlines, with additional reading and assignments.  The audio / power point lectures were 

originally offered as a seminary course, and are now presented as part of this university college 

credit.   

 

Prerequisites: 121.11 - BINT and 121.12 - BINT and one set of either 132.22/23 - BNT or 

134.22/23 - BNT. 

 

 

B. COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 

The following course objectives flow out of various learning opportunities available to students, 

including assigned readings, audio lectures, and individual student research. As with all courses, 

students play an integral role in learning outcomes, which are commensurate with student 

initiative and effort. As a collective effort, this course aims: 

 

• To clarify the genre of Revelation: what is the nature of apocalyptic literature generally 

(Jewish and Christian examples introduced); and how did it function among ancient readers 

of approximately 200 B.C.E. – 200 C.E. 

 

• To reconstruct the historical setting in which John wrote his letters to the seven churches: 

why this style of writing? Why was this appropriate for the communities addressed? 

 

• To introduce Revelation studies, in order to argue that Revelation is a spiritually rich text that 

should not be feared.  It is a guiding and encouraging text for all Christians at all times, and 

an inviting text for others. 
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C. COURSE TEXTS 

 
Note:  these texts are available at the Providence Bookstore, 204-433-7488 or 1-800-668-7768; email 

bookstore@prov.ca. 

 

Kraybill, Nelson.  Apocalypse and Allegiance: Worship, Politics, and Devotion in the Book of 

Revelation.  Grand Rapids: Brazos, 2010. 

 
Kraybill writes from an Anabaptist pacifist tradition.  There are a few conclusions presented in 

this book that I think go beyond what John the writer had in mind.  But overall this book 

admirably demonstrates how to read Revelation so that it shapes the worship and allegiance of 

Christ followers in the third millennium.  It is his posture toward Revelation that we need to 

grasp. 

 

Wilcock, Michael.  The Message of Revelation: I Saw Heaven Opened.  The Bible Speaks Today. 

 Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1975. 

 
Wilcock's book is somewhat dated by now, but it is a classic of simplicity and method.  One, it is 

readable; and two, it presents a perceptive approach to understanding and interpreting 

Revelation.  His approach is not novel in itself, for the most part.  But he lays it out with unusual 

clarity.  Wilcock's value is his approach to Revelation, which I find unsurpassed, and his 

accessible style of writing. 

 

 

D. COURSE AUDIO LECTURE OUTLINE 

 

Unit 1  Revelation 1 -- Prologue and Opening Vision  

 

Unit 2  Rev 2-3 -- Messages to the Seven Churches 

 

Unit 3  Rev 4-5 -- Throne Room Vision   

 

Unit 4  Rev 6-7 -- Seven Seals 

 

Unit 5  Rev 8:1 - 11:18 -- Seven Trumpets 

 

Unit 6  Rev 11:19 - 14:5 -- The Deeper Conflict 

 

Unit 7  Rev 14:6 - 16:21 -- Deeper Conflict Ends; Bowl Judgments  

 

Unit 8  Rev 17 -- 'Symbols', the Harlot, and the Beast 

 

Unit 9  Rev 18:1 - 20:6 -- The Harlot and the Beast (Conclusion) 

 

Unit 10 Rev 20:7 - 22 -- New Heaven and Earth; Epilogue 
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E. COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

General Guidelines 

 

Students may submit documents either in hard copy (paper) or electronically as an email 

attachment.  Electronic submissions should be formatted as hard copy would be, that is, with 

proper title page, #12 Times New Roman font, double-spaced unless otherwise noted, page 

numbers, and so on. 

 

Do not send the title page as a separate document file when submitting a paper electronically.  If 

the problem is not having a page number on the title page, solve it this way with MS Word: open 

the "insert page numbers" window, click on "format," and set page numbering to "start at" 0 

(zero).  Then hide the page number on the first page, which will be your title page, and the first 

page of text will be page 1. 

 

Ed Neufeld can be reached by email via his faculty page on the Providence web site.  

Assignments as electronic files can be attached to emails sent this way. 

 

1.  Reading Revelation.  Read Revelation completely through eight times in the translation of 

your choice.  As much as possible read it through in one sitting, or at least all in one day.  Do not 

read it through more than once in a single day, and not more than twice a week.  I suggest that 

you do two of these readings before you do any other course work, do another four readings 

while listening to the ten lectures and doing the lecture responses, and that you save two readings 

for the very end of the course, after all the other assignments are done.  After each reading, type a 

one-page response to your reading.  Write out a reflective impression you gained from that 

reading.  Your responses should consider repeated themes or patterns, or overall impressions.  

Pay attention also to the atmosphere of the book - what effect does it have on you, and why do 

you think that is so?  Date each response.  Submit all eight responses as one document. 20% 

 

2.  Lecture Responses.  Type a one to two page response to each audio lecture.  Do not 

summarize the lecture.  Pick a few points made in the audio lecture that caught your attention.  

Describe them and explain why this attracted your interest.  These responses may express 

approval, disapproval, disbelief, or surprise.  Submit all ten in one document.  15% 

 

3.  Apocalyptic Reading.  Read Leon Morris's Apocalyptic (Eerdmans, 1972; 2nd ed IVP, 1973). 

 This small book has about 100 pages of text, and is a fine introduction to apocalyptic.  The 

entire book is available online as a pdf file, and can be downloaded free of charge.  E. Neufeld 

can send it as an attachment if it is no longer available. Apocalyptic is divided into 25-30 short 

sections, beginning with the introduction.  Write an eight to ten page summary of Morris's 

Apocalyptic, organized and labelled as one or two paragraphs summarizing each of Morris's 

sections.  In your conclusion evaluate the usefulness of the book, and note what parts of the 

reading were most helpful to you. 15% of course grade. 
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4.  Wilcock Review.  Read Wilcock, The Message of Revelation, and write a six-page review.  

The first four pages or so should summarize the book.  Then cover two more matters: in one page 

indicate the main purpose or point of the book: what gap does he intend to fill, or what view "out 

there" does he hope to correct?  Read the whole book with this question at the back of your mind. 

Lastly, evaluate the book.  What do you think are its strengths and weaknesses?  15% 

 

5.  Kraybill Review.   Review Kraybill in the same way as Wilcock.  15% 

 

6.  Research Paper / Preparation Studies.  Choose one of the two following options, not both, only 

one of them.  Either write a research paper, or write eight one-page preparation studies. 20% 

 

Research Paper Option.  Select a text from Revelation, read the text carefully, research enough to 

find out what commentators agree on in your text and what the problems are.  It is a good idea to 

check your text selection with the instructor.  This is a good paper in which to explore some 

debated aspect or theme of Revelation, or a section you have grappled with for some reason.  

Explain your text as you understand it.  It is appropriate to suggest an application of your text to 

contemporary life, but not before the last paragraph or two. Write eight to ten pages of text.  You 

may use either the footnotes / endnotes bibliographic style of citation, or the parenthetical-

reference list style of citation.  Do not take more than one page to get to your text or issue.  

Imagine that you are writing to a fellow student, one who is taking the course with you, but 

knows little about the matter you are researching.   

 

Preparation Studies Option.  Imagine that you will lead a group of people in a study of the book 

of Revelation.  They are reading the whole book of Revelation, but do not understand it at all.  

For eight evenings you will explain to them a different section of Revelation each evening.  This 

assignment is designed to prepare you to lead this.   

 

Select eight texts from Revelation between three and fifteen verses long.  Write one page, 

definitely not more than one page, on each of your eight texts.  Each page will have the following 

four elements: (1) A title for that study at the top of the page, including the text references, i.e. 

Rev. 1:1-7.  (2) A paragraph describing the text you have chosen.  Observe the obvious - is your 

text a conversation? A picture? A conflict? An invitation?  What happens?  Who are the key 

characters? What is the tone?  And so on.  Pay close attention to what your text actually says.   

(3) A second paragraph describing how your text would have served the original first century 

readers.  How would your text have helped John’s persecuted churches, to guide or warn or 

encourage them?  (4) A third paragraph in which you show how your text might guide Christian 

life and loyalty and worship in the present time.  That is, how would you apply the text? 

 

These preparation studies can be either single-spaced or double-spaced.  You do not need to 

research this, although you may. 
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F. COURSE POLICIES  

 

In addition to the policies outlined in the Student Handbook, the full text of the academic 

policies, procedures and regulations of Providence University College is available online 

(http://prov.ca/college/ac_pol-proc-reg.aspx) or in the Library, Admissions Office, and the 

Dean’s Office.  

 

Plagiarism 

 

Issues of academic integrity will be dealt with according to the policies on Academic 

Dishonesty and Plagiarism outlined in Student Handbook.  Students are strongly encouraged 

to familiarize themselves with the policies and with the consequences attached to their 

violation. 
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